THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
Between the forces of external and internal change, both pro-
ducing a transformation in human character, the new masses
arose. It only needed the coming of economic crises and political
uncertainties for the whole fiction of middle-class security to
collapse and the masses to be thrown helplessly upon themselves
and their fear for their livelihood.
In this upheaval the community ceased to be a reality. "The
community (VolK) is no longer a reality, there are only the
masses," the cynical but keen-witted Carl Schmitt, formerly
leading counsel for the National Socialists, used to say. The
community as an organism became a romantic memory. A policy
based on its existence was doomed to collapse.
Was not that the case of France?
The French Tragedy
The charming serenity of a Gouperin suite brightens the smoky
lounge of the hotel. The French broadcasting of the De Gaulle
group is surely the best thing that has yet been done in the way
of wireless cultural activity. The unity and yet variety of the
programme, its brightness and its high level, make it always
effective without descending to the vapid and the vulgar. The
whole wealth and clarity of the French spirit, its gaiety and its
wittiness, stream forth from all these broadcasts.
But what is happening to this "resistance to oppression", to
these great ideas of liberty, equality, human rights and human
progress, which are the inmost soul of these broadcasts? They
surely still live, and will never again disappear from the very
marrow of human history. How foolish to propose to "reverse"
the French Revolution! What nonsense to try to make an end
politically of the universal rights of man, to throw them to the
scrap-heap! If this were the plan of the new French Government,
the whole thing would be a farce. But is it really proposed? It is
easy to profess allegiance to the ideas we all holdJ but the problem
is to provide institutional safeguards for them at\ the present time
andybr the present time.                                  *
It was after Munich that I had a talk with a couple of highly
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